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What’s 


News 


Business € Finance 


he FCC’s plans for dis- 

mantling open-internet 
rules would clear the way 
for a range of new deals be- 
tween internet-service pro- 
viders and online media. Al 


+ Uber disclosed that it 
paid hackers $100,000 in an 
effort to conceal a data 
breach affecting 57 million 
accounts one year ago. Al 


+ Whitman said she will 
step down as CEO of Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise early 
next year, handing the reins 
to the company’s president. B1 


+ Global tech firms’ shares 
are outpacing other sectors 
this year by the widest margin 
since the dot.com era’s peak. B1 
+ Stock indexes set records, 
lifted by Apple and other 
tech shares. The Dow rose 
160.50 points to 23590.83. B16 


+ Trump’s chief negotiator 
on trade delivered a down- 
beat assessment of efforts 

to rewrite Nafta. A8 


+ Disney executive Lasseter 
said he is taking a leave of 
absence, citing unspecified 
“missteps” on his part. B1 


+ CBS, PBS and Bloomberg 
severed ties with Charlie 
Rose in the wake of sexual 
harassment allegations. B2 


+ Prosecutors unsealed 
charges against a hacker 
linked to Iran’s military, accus- 
ing him of breaching HBO. B3 


+ Akzo and Axalta aban- 
doned merger talks after 
failing to agree on terms. B7 


World-Wide 


— o 


+ Mueller’s investigators 
are asking questions about 
Kushner’s interactions with 
foreign leaders during the 
presidential transition. Al 


Mugabe resigned as Zim- 
babwe’s president, ending 

his 37-year rule, after a week 
of drama and uncertainty. Al 


+ The Justice Department 
has opened an investigation 
into the use of race in Har- 
vard’s admissions practices. Al 


Trump indicated that he 
wanted to see GOP Senate 
candidate Moore of Ala- 
bama elected despite sexual- 
misconduct allegations. A5 
+ Rep. Conyers of Michi- 
gan, the No. 3 House Dem- 
ocrat, denied allegations 
of sexual harassment. A5 


+ Putin and Assad met 
ahead of a summit aimed at 
shaping a political settlement 
to end the war in Syria. A6 


+ Hariri returned to Lebanon 
for the first time since he re- 
signed as prime minister dur- 
ing a trip to Saudi Arabia. A6 


+ The U.S. military said it 
conducted an airstrike in So- 
malia that killed over 100 mil- 
itants linked to al-Shabaab. A6 


+ North Korea violated 
the armistice in a border 
shooting last week, a U.S.- 
led investigation found. A7 
+ Beijing is investigating 
Lu Wei, a former director 
of China’s top internet reg- 
ulator, for corruption. A7 


Notice to Readers 


WSJ.com and WSJ mobile 
apps will publish throughout 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
The Wall Street Journal 
print edition won’t appear 
Thursday, but a daily edition 
will be available in WSJ iPad 
and Android apps. 
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Zimbabweans celebrate outside parliament in Harare on Tuesday after the announcement that President Robert Mugabe had resigned 
after 37 years in power. His ouster followed a week of turmoil sparked by an attempt to purge key rivals. 


The Secret Plot to Topple Mugabe 


ymm 


HARARE, Zimbabwe—Robert Mugabe 
awoke last Wednesday in his luxurious 
palace known as “Blue Roof” to find that 
his head of security wasn’t there for the 
usual morning briefing. Only then did the 


By Gabriele Steinhauser, 


Joe Parkinson 
and Bernard Mpofu 


93-year-old president, the survivor of 
many challenges over 37 years of tumul- 
tuous and widely criticized rule, realize 


he was under house arrest. 


No one had awakened Mr. Mugabe 
during the night, according to senior se- 
curity officials, as Zimbabwe’s military 
deployed tanks and troops around the 
capital, seizing government buildings and 
strategic intersections in response to a 
widening purge by the president that 
was reaching the armed forces. The 
leader once hailed as “the lion of Africa,” 
and by then widely derided as “the old 
man,” was a prisoner in his own home. 

What followed was a week of drama 
and uncertainty that included mass dem- 


onstrations, a presidential speech that 


confounded listeners, a resignation dead- 
line set by Mr. Mugabe’s own party, ex- 
pulsion from that party, and a parliamen- 
tary move to impeach—all finally 
clarified on Tuesday: The world’s oldest 
head of state resigned. 

The announcement by the speaker of 
parliament sent cheering crowds into the 
streets of the capital and cities across the 
country, where on Saturday hundreds of 
thousands, anticipating the end of the 
Mugabe era, had marched in their first 
free demonstrations in decades. Crowds 


Please see MUGABE page A10 


Cable, 
Wireless 
Win With 
New Rules 


By Jonn D. MCKINNON 
AND RYAN KNUTSON 


WASHINGTON— Federal 
regulators’ plans for disman- 
tling Obama-era open-internet 
rules would clear the way for 
a range of new deals between 
internet-service providers and 
online media and other ser- 
vices, in a victory for cable 
and wireless firms. 

The proposed changes— 
outlined Tuesday by Federal 
Communications Commission 
Chairman Ajit Pai—have 
sparked a lively debate over 
the potential impact on the in- 
ternet as well as online busi- 
nesses and consumers. 

Under Mr. Pai’s proposal, in- 
ternet providers such as Com- 
cast Corp., Verizon Communi- 
cations Inc., Charter 
Communications Inc. and AT&T 
Inc. would be able to form alli- 
ances with media and other 
online firms such as Facebook 
Inc. to offer web services at 
higher speeds and quality. 

They also wouldn’t be 
barred from slowing rival ser- 
vices to encourage greater use 
of the website that is paying 
them, provided such arrange- 
ments are disclosed. 

The Obama-era_ rules 
pushed so-called net neutral- 
ity, with internet providers re- 
quired to treat all web traffic 
equally. The rules limited the 
providers’ ability to block or 
slow online services, or favor 
content—including their own. 

The new FCC rules are ex- 

Please see RULES page A5 


Tech Rally Drives Shift in Markets’ World Order 


Shares of global technology companies are outpacing others this year by the widest margin since the 
peak of the dot-com era. A handful of key players are dictating market moves around the world. B1 
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Uber Hid Customer Data Breach 


By GREG BENSINGER 
AND ROBERT McMILLAN 


Uber Technologies Inc. on 
Tuesday revealed it paid hack- 
ers $100,000 in an effort to 
conceal a data breach affecting 
57 million accounts one year 
ago, a disclosure that adds to 
a string of scandals and legal 
problems for the world’s most 


highly valued startup. 

The ride-hailing firm said it 
fired its chief security officer, 
Joe Sullivan, and deputy Craig 
Clark for their roles in the 
breach and for covering it up. 

In addition to the names, 
emails and phone numbers of 
millions of riders, about 
600,000 drivers’ license num- 
bers were accessed, Uber said. 


Uber said financial informa- 
tion such as credit cards and 
Social Security numbers 
weren’t taken. Uber said it 
identified the hackers and “ob- 
tained assurances” they had 
destroyed the stolen data. 
Please see UBER page A8 


@ Iranian is charged in hacking 


Kushner Transition 
Role Is Investigated 


WASHINGTON—Robert 
Mueller’s investigators are 
asking questions about Jared 
Kushner’s interactions with 
foreign leaders during the 
presidential transition, includ- 
ing his involvement in a dis- 


By Peter Nicholas, 
Aruna Viswanatha 
and Rebecca Ballhaus 


pute at the United Nations in 
December, in a sign of the ex- 
pansive nature of the special 
counsel’s probe of Russia’s al- 
leged meddling in the election, 
according to people familiar 
with the matter. 

The investigators have 
asked witnesses questions 
about the involvement of Mr. 
Kushner, President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law and a se- 
nior White House adviser, in a 
controversy over a U.N. resolu- 
tion passed Dec. 23, before Mr. 
Trump took office, that con- 
demned Israel’s construction 
of settlements in disputed ter- 
ritories, these people said. 


Israeli officials had asked 
the incoming Trump adminis- 
tration to intervene to help 
block it. Mr. Trump posted a 
Facebook message the day be- 
fore the U.N. vote—after he 
had been elected but before he 
had assumed office—saying 
the resolution put the Israelis 
in a difficult position and 
should be vetoed. 

Mr. Trump also held a phone 
conversation with Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, 
whose government had written 
a draft of the resolution. Egypt 
proceeded to call for the vote 
to be delayed, but the resolu- 
tion passed the following day, 
with then-President Barack 
Obama’s administration declin- 
ing to block it. 

Israeli officials said at the 
time that they began reaching 
out to senior leaders in Mr. 
Trump’s transition team. 
Among those involved were 
Mr. Kushner and political 
strategist Stephen Bannon, ac- 
cording to people briefed on 

Please see TRUMP page A4 


Harvard Faces Probe 
Over Admissions Policy 


By MELISSA KORN 
AnD NICOLE HONG 


The Justice Department has 
opened an investigation into the 
use of race in Harvard Univer- 
sity’s admissions practices and 
has accused the university of 
failing to cooperate with the 
probe, according to documents 
reviewed by The Wall Street 
Journal. 

The Justice Department is 
investigating complaints that 
formed the basis of a federal 
civil lawsuit filed in 2014 in 
Boston, according to the docu- 
ments. That suit alleges Har- 
vard intentionally discriminates 
against Asian-Americans by 
limiting the number of Asian 
students who are admitted. 

The lawsuit, brought by a 
nonprofit called Students for 
Fair Admissions, said the prac- 
tices violate federal civil-rights 
law and asks a federal judge to 
prohibit Harvard from using 
race as a factor in future under- 


graduate admissions decisions. 
The suit is pending. 

The Justice Department, 
whose Civil Rights Division is 
conducting the investigation 
into similar allegations, said in 
a letter to Harvard’s lawyers, 
dated Nov. 17 and reviewed by 
the Journal, that the school was 
being investigated under Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, which bars discrimination 
on the basis of race, color and 
national origin for organiza- 
tions that receive federal fund- 
ing. The letter also said the 
school had failed to comply 
with a Nov. 2 deadline to pro- 
vide documents related to the 
university’s admissions policies 
and practices. 

The department told Har- 
vard it “may file a lawsuit” to 
enforce compliance if Harvard 
doesn’t hand over the docu- 
ments by Dec. 1, according to a 
separate letter dated Nov. 17 
from John M. Gore, the acting 

Please see PROBE page A2 


MORE RULES OF 
THANKSGIVING 
FOOTBALL 


JASON GAY, A14 


WHITMAN TO 
STEP DOWN AT 
HP ENTERPRISE 


BUSINESS & FINANCE, B1 


By TAWNELL D. HOBBS 


DALLAS—Some believe the 
government is behind it. Others 
point to a cabal of business in- 
terests. A 72-year-old claims to 
have done it, though A 


Dallas Finds the Perfect Gift for 
Conspiracy Buffs—a Conspiracy! 


A painted X marks the spot where JFK 


4 was fatally shot, but who maintains it? 4 


said Glen Garrett, a 68-year-old 
vendor in the plaza who sells 
replica newspapers of that day 
for $5. 

As the 54th anniversary of 
JFK’s assassination approaches, 
the X, as it does 


he admits he did not 


each year, becomes 


act alone. Or a figure 


a magnet for a na- 


tion still obsessed 


known as “the h 
cousin” may have a 
played a role. I 


Yet years of deni- 
als, conspiracy theo- 
ries and even grainy 
video have failed to reveal the 
perpetrators behind one of the 
most enduring mysteries in Dal- 
las: Who creates the “X” on Elm 
Street in Dealey Plaza that sup- 
posedly marks the exact spot 
where President John F. Ken- 
nedy was fatally shot on Nov. 
22, 1963? 

“Nobody knows who does it,” 


X on Elm Street 


with every detail of 
A the tragedy. No 
X matter that the X is 
a crudely formed 
marker of dubious 
origin taped or painted in the 
middle of a busy street. 
Tourists strain from curb- 
sides to get pictures of it 
through three lanes of flowing 
traffic. Some are gutsy enough 
to make it onto the road for a 
shot posing next to it. 
It’s unclear how long the X 
Please see JFK page A10 


